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Report on the Global Professional
Program
24 Akram Al-Wahabi (EGPRRApER 5 )

Global Professional Program, in which 14
participants from different universities in Japan
joined, presented a real opportunity to observe
from a close range the differences between
Japan and US in areas like research and
innovation and also see the differences between
the two countries in general.

On the same day of arrival and after everyone
knew their room and roommate, there was an
orientation session that described the different
activities in which the participants will partake
and the daily schedule of the global professional
program members. Another interesting session
that took part in the first day was the lecture
given by Mr. Ide and in which he talked about
some interesting points about the culture and the
city of San Francisco including some
information about Dr. Takeyama the founder of
TDC when he went to the states and studied
under Dr. Van Den Berg

The next couple of days were busy, with
English conversation and basic business English
lessons taking place for the most part of the
whole two days and being taught by Ms. Ide
who had worked as an English teacher and who
has an immense experience in teaching
Japanese students other instructors were also
present and taught different points to the
students about speaking in general and also
safety precaution. Also during the first couple of
days, some general tasks were appointed to each
and every participant including documenting
the different activities by photographs, also
evaluating the finances and scheduling for the
times of leaving and arriving for the participants.
Afinal note from Mr. Ide was to preparing for
the US-Japan forum presentation immediately
due to the limited amount of time when the

innovation group joins later. By the end of the
first couple of days, the students had a general
but clear idea about their respective duties and
the tasks laid in front of them, Mr. Ide and the
instructors were very kind and the students tried
their best to master the information that they
were receiving. The atmosphere was amazing
and by the end of the day, everyone can feel the
improvement that the participants achieved on
both the language and the preparation level.

The 2nd part of the program was a joint
activity with the innovation program of the
US-Japan forum that had 14 participants with
whom we took part in activities such as visits to
different universities like; Stanford, San Jose
State university, UC Berkeley. Also, the visits
included sites like Google, Apple, Intel and
NASA museum. Other sightseeing areas like
the golden gate bridge were also visited. During
every visit, the participants would be able to get
to know more about the location, history and
innovation behind such institutions and
memorial places and occasionally have the
opportunity to listen to a lecture from the
aforementioned institution’s speakers. The
speakers included employees of companies who
are Japanese and professors from Stanford and
UC Berkeley. Perhaps for me the most notable
one was the lecture by Dr. Andrew Kalman who
Is a consulting Assistant Professor in
Aeronautics and astronautics. What attracted me
to his lecture was his passion for what he does



and that the same mentality that he had
throughout his life in following his passion and
which he had ever since he was a high school
student. He was very interested in engineering
and in his words “designing things” that lead
him to learn not only engineering but also
programming in order for him to achieve his
aspirations.
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Another very interesting activity of this part,
was the US-Japan Forum’s participants’
preparation and presentation about the future of
wine industry. Before the start of the program,
all the participants were divided into 5 different
groups, all of which had to come up with their
perspective of the future of wine industry. It was
very interesting to see how the participants
would spend most of their nights working on
their presentation until early morning hours.
Some of the participants had a limited English
fluency but that didn't stop them from working
very hard and making a successful presentation
that everyone enjoyed at the end.

Another part of the innovation period was the
evening lectures in which the participants
listened to speeches by Japanese pioneers in the
US including but not limited to, Chika
Hashimoto the CEO of Gallasus Inc and Mie
kurosaka from Rakuten.
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