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| participated in the Elective Study Program which
in California, USA between 14th
September and 23rd September, 2013. Our team was

was held

made up of 32 students representing 9 universities
from around Japan and we all had different
professional backgrounds and perspectives which
made the interaction more interesting. It was a great
honor for me to be selected and took part in this
unique event.

Throughout our stay in California we were
provided with an accommodation in Santa Clara,
Silicon Valley. As you probably all know, the Silicon
Valley is the home to many of the world’s largest
technology corporations and being leading hub for
innovation and development not only in the USA,
but also in the world. We were taken on a guided
tour around Google, Apple and Intel headquarters.
Our first stop was at Google Main Office. Google
has some 35 thousand employees of different ethnic
and cultural background. We were welcomed by
Natori san (Advertisement Technologist) and
Kuramochi san (Programmer) at the Google Head
Office.

Another highlight during our visit at Apple was
meeting with Kida san (Apple Senior Manager of
Development Section) who worked closely with
Steve Jobs. Apart from these eye opening and very
informative visits, we also had the opportunity to
enjoy some downtime visiting Intel Museum and
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shopping at Intel Store.

Greatest of all the other highlights we had perhaps

was our Visit to the universities — Stanford and the
UC Berkeley. The following days, we went to the
Medical Laboratory at the Stanford University and
the Engineering Department at the UC Berkeley
respectively and were introduced to some of the
projects they were working on at the time. A student
at the Stanford University for example was working
on creating microchip which will be used for
diagnostic purposes, especially for early stage cancer
diagnosis. We learned also during our visit to the
Neuro Sky venture company that they created 130
brain training games and educational apps and one of
their core area of focus is the futuristic programs in
the medical field to help prevent possible threats of
diseases. During the US-Japan Forum which was
held at San Jose University, we had discussions &
presentations on various issues and setbacks caused
by the Great East Japan earthquake.



Last but not least we had professional session
during our dinner party on our second day and some
members of the Japanese Bio Community including
a researcher at UC Berkeley and IT developer at
Google shared their first-hand experience of the
American culture with us. On our sixth day, we also
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had visitors (final session) — the CEOs of venture
companies including Trans Pacific Ventures, Pixera
Corporation, Professors of Kagoshima University as
well as the Senior Manager of Apple as | mentioned
earlier.

We also enjoyed sightseeing of major landmarks
including the Golden Gate Bridge and the Union
Square as well as the Fisherman’s Warf at San
Francisco.

The entire week we spent in the US was full of
exciting and interesting activities and we were left
with great memories and impression of our visit to
the United States of America. It was my first visit to
the country and | would like to express my heartfelt
thanks to my school for giving me such a unique
opportunity. 1 wish more and more foreign and
domestic students from Japan have the chance to
explore in the future.
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