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WHAT HAS NEUROSCIENCE RESEARCH CONTRIBUTED TO

OUR UNDERSTANDING, DIAGNOSIS AND MANAGEMENT OF
OROFACIAL PAIN?
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The orofacial region is the site of many acute and chronic
pain conditions. These include temporomandibular disorders
and several types of neuralgias, toothaches and headaches
which can present a clinical challenge for their appropriate
diagnosis and management. The fields of Neuroscience and
especially Orofacial Neuroscience have grown enormously
over the past 5 decades, and have provided many advances
in knowledge that has improved our understanding of the
mechanisms underlying orofacial pain conditions and their
diagnosis and management. This presentation outlines such
advances gained especially from neuroscientific research
using animal models and human experimental models of
acute or chronic orofacial pain.
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